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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 



Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is best is in the main text. Overall, the Open American Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




Paul's Letter to the Philippians 



Philippians 
Chapter 1 

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ; 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at 
Philippi, with the overseers - and 
servants. 2 Grace to you, and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 1 
thank my God whenever I remember 
you, 4 always in every request of mine on 
behalf of you all, making my requests with 
joy, 5 for your partnership- in furtherance of 
the Good News from the first day until 
now; 6 being confident of this very thing, 
that he who began a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It 
is even right for me to think this way on 
behalf of all of you, because I have you in 
my heart, because both in my bonds and in 
the defense and confirmation of the Good 
News, you all are partakers with me of 
grace. 8 For God is my witness, how I long 
after all of you in the tender mercies of 
Christ Jesus. 

9 This I pray, that your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and all 
discernment, 10 so that you may approve the 
things that are excellent, that you may be 
sincere and without offense to the day of 
Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of 
righteousness, which are through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

12 Now I desire to have you know, 
brothers,^ that the things which happened 
to me have turned out rather to the 
progress of the Good News, 13 so that it 
became evident to the whole palace- guard, 
and to all the rest, that my bonds are in 
Christ, 14 and that most of the brothers in 
the Lord, being confident through my 
bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak 
the word of God without fear. 15 Some 
indeed preach Christ even out of envy and 
strife, and some also out of good will. 16 The 
former insincerely preach Christ from selfish 
ambition, thinking that they add affliction to 
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my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, 
knowing that I am appointed for the 
defense of the Good News. 

18 What does it matter? Only that in every 
way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ 
is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes, and will 

IQ 

rejoice. For I know that this will turn out 
to my salvation, through your prayers and 
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ , 20 according to my earnest 
expectation and hope, that I will in no way 
be disappointed, but with all boldness, as 
always, now also Christ will be magnified in 
my body, whether by life or by death . 21 For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain . 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will 
bring fruit from my work; yet I don't know 
what I will choose . 23 But I am in a dilemma 
between the two, having the desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is far 
better . 24 Yet to remain in the flesh is more 
needful for your sake . 25 Having this 
confidence, I know that I will remain, yes, 
and remain with you all for your progress 
and joy in the faith , 26 that your rejoicing 
may abound in Christ Jesus in me through 
my presence with you again. 

27 Only let your way of life be worthy of the 
Good News of Christ, that whether I come 
and see you or am absent, I may hear of 
your state, that you stand firm in one spirit, 
with one soul striving for the faith of the 
Good News ; 28 and in nothing frightened by 
the adversaries, which is for them a proof of 
destruction, but to you of salvation, and that 
from God. 29 Because it has been granted to 
you on behalf of Christ, not only to believe 
in him, but also to suffer on his 
behalf , 30 having the same conflict which you 
saw in me and now hear is in me. 



* 1:1 or, superintendents, or 
bishops 

+ 1:1 Or, deacons 
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*1:5 The word translated 
"partnership" (koinonia) also 
means "fellowship" and "sharing". 

§1:12 The word for "brothers" 
here and where context allows may 
also be correctly translated 
"brothers and sisters" or "siblings." 

*1:13 or, praetorian 



Philippians 
Chapter 2 

1 If therefore there is any exhortation in 
Christ, if any consolation of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies 
and compassion , 2 make my joy full by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being of 
one accord, of one mind; 3 doing nothing 
through rivalry or through conceit, but in 
humility, each counting others better than 
himself; 4 each of you not just looking to his 
own things, but each of you also to the 
things of others. 

5 Have this in your mind, which was also in 
Christ Jesus , 6 who, existing in the form of 
God, didn't consider equality with God a 
thing to be grasped , 7 but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being made in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient to the point of death, yes, the 
death of the cross . 9 Therefore God also 
highly exalted him, and gave to him the 
name which is above every name , 10 that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of those in heaven, those on earth, and 
those under the earth , 11 and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 So then, my beloved, even as you have 
always obeyed, not only in my presence, but 
now much more in my absence, work out 
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your own salvation with fear and 
trembling. 13 For it is God who works in you 
both to will and to work, for his good 
pleasure. 14 Do all things without 
complaining and arguing, 15 that you may 
become blameless and harmless, children of 
God without defect in the middle of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you are seen as lights in the 
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world, holding up the word of life, that I 
may have something to boast in the day of 
Christ, that I didn't run in vain nor labor in 
vain. 17 Yes, and if I am poured out on the 
sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice, 
and rejoice with you all. 18 In the same way, 
you also rejoice, and rejoice with me. 

19 But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you soon, that I also may be 
cheered up when I know how you are 
doing. 20 For I have no one else like-minded, 
who will truly care about you. 21 For they all 
seek their own, not the things of Jesus 
Christ. 22 But you know the proof of him, 
that as a child serves a father, so he served 
with me in furtherance of the Good 
News. 23 Therefore I hope to send him at 
once, as soon as I see how it will go with 
me. 24 But I trust in the Lord that I myself 
also will come shortly. 25 But I counted it 
necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my 
brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier, and 
your apostle and servant of my 

need, 26 since he longed for you all, and was 
very troubled because you had heard that 
he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick, 
nearly to death, but God had mercy on him, 
and not on him only, but on me also, that I 
might not have sorrow on sorrow. 28 1 have 
sent him therefore the more diligently, that 
when you see him again, you may rejoice, 
and that I may be the less 

sorrowful. 29 Receive him therefore in the 
Lord with all joy, and hold such people in 
honor, 30 because for the work of Christ he 
came near to death, risking his life to supply 
that which was lacking in your service 
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toward me. 

Philippians 
Chapter 3 

1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! To 
write the same things to you, to me indeed 
is not tiresome, but for you it is 
safe . 2 Beware of the dogs; beware of the 
evil workers; beware of the false 
circumcision . 3 For we are the circumcision, 
who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh ; 4 though I myself might have 
confidence even in the flesh. If any other 
man thinks that he has confidence in the 
flesh, I yet more : 5 circumcised the eighth 
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning 
the law, a Pharisee ; 6 concerning zeal, 
persecuting the assembly; concerning the 
righteousness which is in the law, found 
blameless. 

7 However, I consider those things that were 
gain to me as a loss for Christ. 8 Yes most 
certainly, and I count all things to be a loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus, my Lord, for whom I suffered the loss 
of all things, and count them nothing but 
refuse, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found 
in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own, that which is of the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which is from God by faith , 10 that I may 
know him, and the power of his 
resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, becoming conformed to his 
death, 11 if by any means I may attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I 
have already obtained, or am already made 
perfect; but I press on, that I may take hold 
of that for which also I was taken hold of by 
Christ Jesus. 

13 Brothers, I don't regard myself as yet 
having taken hold, but one thing I do: 
Forgetting the things which are behind, and 





